
 
A meeting of the CABINET will be held in THE CABINET ROOM, 
PATHFINDER HOUSE, ST MARY'S STREET, HUNTINGDON PE29 3TN 
on THURSDAY, 26 APRIL 2007 at 11:30 AM and you are requested to 
attend for the transaction of the following business:- 
 
 

APOLOGIES 
 
  

Contact 
(01480) 

1. MINUTES  (Pages 1 - 4) 
 

 

 To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held 
on 5th April 2007. 
 

Mrs H J Taylor 
388008 

2. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 

 

 To receive Members’ declarations as to personal and/or 
prejudicial interests and the nature of those interests in relation 
to any Agenda item.  Please see notes 1 and 2 below. 
 

 

3. FINANCIAL MONITORING – REVENUE BUDGET  (Pages 5 - 
8) 

 

 

 To consider a report by the Head of Financial Services 
outlining spending variations. 
 
 

S Couper 
388103 

4. CAPITAL PROGRAMME MONITORING – 2006/07  (Pages 9 - 
20) 

 

 

 To consider a report by the Head of Financial Services 
highlighting variations from the approved Capital Programme 
for 2006/07. 
 

S Couper 
388103 

5. MEDIUM TERM PLAN - REQUEST FOR THE RELEASE OF 
FUNDS  (Pages 21 - 24) 

 

 

 By way of a report by the Head of Financial Services to 
consider a request for the release of funding for a Corporate 
ICT Systems Officer.. 
 
 

S Couper 
388103 

6. HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL CONSULTATION 
FEEDBACK  (Pages 25 - 30) 

 

 

 With the assistance of a report by the Head of Environmental & 
Community Health Services to consider a response to the 
Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust’s consultation: ‘Seeking 
Sustainable Health Services for the People of 
Huntingdonshire’. 

S Lammin 
388280 



 
7. DOG CONTROL ORDERS  (Pages 31 - 34) 
 

 

 To consider a report by the Public Health Manager regarding 
the introduction of Dog Control Orders to replace existing dog 
control provisions and the implications for the District Council. 
 

J Allan 
388281 

8. PLAY STRATEGY  (Pages 35 - 38) 
 

 

 To consider a report by the Head of Environmental and 
Community Health Services seeking approval for the Council’s 
Play Strategy. 
 

Mrs S Lammin 
388280 

9. ISSUES AND OPTIONS FOR CORE STRATEGY, 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL POLICIES DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN DOCUMENTS AND HUNTINGDON WEST AREA 
ACTION PLAN  (Pages 39 - 206) 

 

 

 To consider a report by the Head of Planning Services seeking 
approval for the Council’s Core Strategy and Development 
Control Policies Development Plan Documents and the 
Huntingdon West Area Action Plan. 
 

R Probyn 
388430 

10. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC   
 

 

 To resolve: 
 

that the public be excluded from the meeting because 
the business to be transacted contains exempt 
information relating to terms proposed in the course of 
negotiations for the acquisition or disposal of property. 

 
 

 

11. CALL-IN: LAND AT WESTWOOD ROAD, ST. IVES   
 

 

 To receive a oral report by the Director of Central Services on 
the outcome of the call-in, by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
(Service Support), of the decision of the Cabinet relating to the 
sale of land at Westwood Road, St Ives. 
 

P Watkins 
388002 

 Dated this 19 day of April 2007  
 

 

 

 Chief Executive  
Notes 
 
1.  A personal interest exists where a decision on a matter would affect to a 

greater extent than other people in the District – 
 



(a) the well-being, financial position, employment or business of the 
Councillor, a partner, relatives or close friends; 

 
 (b) a body employing those persons, any firm in which they are a 

partner and any company of which they are directors; 
 
 (c) any corporate body in which those persons have a beneficial 

interest in a class of securities exceeding the nominal value of 
£5,000; or 

 
 (d) the Councillor’s registerable financial and other interests. 
 
2. A personal interest becomes a prejudicial interest where a member of 

the public (who has knowledge of the circumstances) would reasonably 
regard the Member’s personal interest as being so significant that it is 
likely to prejudice the Councillor’s judgement of the public interest. 

 
 

Please contact Mrs H Taylor, Senior Democratic Services Officer, Tel No. 
01480 388008/e-mail Helen.Taylor@huntsdc.gov.uk /e-mail:   if you have 
a general query on any Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for 
absence from the meeting, or would like information on any decision 
taken by the Cabinet. 

Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed 
towards the Contact Officer.  

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers 
except during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business. 

 
 

Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website – 
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk (under Councils and Democracy). 

 
 

If you would like a translation of 
Agenda/Minutes/Reports or would like a  

large text version or an audio version  
please contact the Democratic Services Manager 

and we will try to accommodate your needs. 
 
 

Emergency Procedure 

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the 
Meeting Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via 
the closest emergency exit and to make their way to the base of the flagpole 
in the car park at the front of Pathfinder House. 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 
 MINUTES of the meeting of the CABINET held in the Council 

Chamber, Pathfinder House, St Mary's Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN 
on Thursday, 5 April 2007. 

   
 PRESENT: Councillor I C Bates – Chairman. 
   
  Councillors P L E Bucknell, Mrs J Chandler, 

A Hansard, Mrs P J Longford, 
 Mrs D C Reynolds, T V Rogers and  
L M Simpson. 

   
   
 
 

174. MINUTES   
 
 The Minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 15th March 2007 

were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

175. MEMBERS' INTERESTS   
 
 Councillor Bates declared a personal and prejudicial interest in 

Minutes Nos. 181 and 182 by virtue of his family relationship with the 
company involved and his membership of the Cambridgeshire County 
Council respectively.  Councillor Bucknell declared a personal and 
prejudicial interest in Minute No 181 by virtue of his friendship with the 
applicant. Both Councillors left the meeting for the duration and voting 
on the respective items of business. 
 

176. INTERIM PLANNING POLICY STATEMENT   
 
 Further to Minute No. 06/170 and by way of a report by the Head of 

Planning Services (a copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) 
the Cabinet was invited to consider the content of an interim planning 
policy statement.  
 
Having been reminded that the statement would provide the 
framework for continuity of the development control function, whilst 
changes to the core strategy were made, the Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that Council be recommended to endorse the content of the 

Interim Planning Policy Statement. 
 

177. GENDER EQUALITY SCHEME   
 
 By way of a report by the Head of Policy and Strategic Services (a 

copy of which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet was 
invited to consider the contents of the Gender Equality Scheme 
together with an associated action plan.. 
 
Members were advised that the Sex Discrimination Act 1975 (as 

Agenda Item 1
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amended) would place a duty on public bodies to promote gender 
equality with effect from 6th April 2007.  Having been informed that 
the scheme would integrate with current Race and Disability and 
Equality Schemes, the Cabinet  
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the contents of the draft Gender Equality Scheme and 

associated Action Plan be approved. 
 

178. MEDIUM TERM PLAN: REQUEST FOR THE RELEASE OF FUNDS   
 
 With the aid of a report by the Head of Financial Services (a copy of 

which is appended in the Minute Book) the Cabinet considered a 
request for the release of funding for three Medium Term Plan 
schemes. 
 
In considering a request to release £67,000 for flexible working, 
Executive Councillors intimated that they would welcome further 
information to be circulated separately on revenue costs for this 
project.  Having referred also to the need to ensure that spending 
projections for projects were regularly reviewed, the Cabinet   
 
RESOLVED 
 

that the relevant funding be released for the installation 
of broadband for Members and the award of disabled 
facilities and discretionary housing repair loans/grants. 

 
 

179. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC   
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 that the public be excluded from the meeting because the 

business to be transacted contains exempt information 
relating to negotiations for the disposal of land or property. 

 
180. PRIORY PARK, ST. NEOTS   
 
 The Cabinet considered a report by the Head of Legal and Estates (a 

copy of which is appended in the Annex to the Minute Book) seeking 
approval for the proposed disposal of Council-owned land at Priory 
Park, St Neots as part of the Urban Design Brief and Masterplan for 
the Longsands Quarter.  Whereupon, it was 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the disposal of the land at Priory Park, St Neots be 

approved and the Director of Central Services authorised, 
after consultation with Members of the Cabinet,  to approve 
terms for the sale. 
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181. STUKELEY ROAD, HUNTINGDON   
 
 The Cabinet considered a report by the Head of Legal and Estates (a 

copy of which is appended in the Annex to the Minute Book) seeking 
approval for the proposed disposal of Council-owned land at Stukeley 
Road, Huntingdon. 
 
 
RESOLVED 
 

that the Director of Central Services, after consultation with 
the Executive Councillors for Resources, Welfare and IT and 
for Finance and for Leisure, be authorised to approve terms 
for the sale of land at Stukeley Road, Huntingdon. 

 
182. WESTWOOD ROAD, ST. IVES   
 
 By way of a report by the Head of Legal and Estates (a copy of which 

is appended in the Annex to the Minute Book) the Cabinet considered 
the proposed disposal of Council-owned land at Westwood Road, St 
Ives. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 that the disposal of the land at Westwood Road, St Ives be 

approved and the Director of Central Services authorised, 
after consultation with Members of the Cabinet, to approve 
terms for the sale. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 
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AGENDA ITEM No : 
 

CABINET 26 April 2007 
 

FINANCIAL MONITORING – REVENUE BUDGET 
(Report by the Head of Financial Services) 

 
 

1. 2006/07 Budget – As at March 2007 
 

1.1 Cabinet received its last revenue monitoring report at its meeting on 
11th January 2007.  This report updates that forecast but, despite the 
year having ended, it is still only a forecast because a number of year-
end adjustments still need to be made. 

 
1.2 It is now expected that the outturn will be lower than reported in 

January, giving a forecast outturn of £16,086k against the original 
budget of £18,305k. The main variations are shown in the table in 
Annex A and include continued efforts to minimise spending. Revenue 
reserves will consequently rise from their opening balance of £18.1M 
to £18.8M. 

 
1.3 A significant variation was due to the Government’s announcement in 

March of the allocation of the Local Authority Business Growth 
Incentive Scheme Grant (LABGI) for 2006/7 of £454k compared with 
£33k for 2005/6. This Grant has been received as a result of our 
success in supporting the economic development of the district as 
measured by increased rateable values. 

 
1.4 In the last few days notification of a reduction in the rateable value of 

Pathfinder House has been received which reflects the lower “rental” 
value of the building. It is backdated to when the scaffolding was 
erected and amounts to £170k. 

 
1.5 Part of the lower net spending this year will be off-set by the carrying 

forward of funding for specific projects to next year in accordance with 
the Code of Financial Management. Last year this amounted to £139k. 

 
 
2 Budget Monitoring 
 
2.1 In the report to Cabinet on 20th July 2006 there were recommendations 

as to how the budget monitoring process could be improved. Quarterly 
meetings between Directors and their Heads of Service to review both 
revenue and capital spending to date and the forecast for the year are 
now operating routinely and COMT discussed the overall position 
earlier this month.  

 
2.2 This greater emphasis on budget monitoring has encouraged Heads of 

Service to be more realistic about their forecast outturn; this is 
reflected in the size of the item in Annex A for “other variations” which 
it is made up of numerous adjustments on many services. Whilst 
improvements are emerging there is still a need to identify some of 
these variations earlier in the year so they can be reflected in the 
financial forecast. 
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3 Recommendation 
 
3.1 It is recommended that the Cabinet note the variations in the Council’s 

income and expenditure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 1985 
Source Documents: 
1. Cabinet and Council Reports 
2. Budgetary control files. 
 
Contact Officers: Eleanor Smith, Accountancy Manager  (01480 388157) 

Steve Couper, Head of Financial Services  (01480 388103) 
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Annex A 
 

 

   
  

Expenditure Income Recharge 
to capital 

Net 
Expenditure

   £000 £000 £000 £000 
Original Budget 59,421 -40,334 -782 18,305 
Unspent budget brought forward from 2005/06 139   139 
Less reimbursed expenditure 23,788 -23,788  0 
Adjusted Budget 35,772 -16,546 -782 18,444 
     
Items reported up to 11 January 120 -394 -219 -493 
     
Subsequent Variations      

Increased recharge to capital   -167  
Reduced interest  92   
LABGI 2006/7  -454   
LABGI 2005/6 (received 2006/7)  -33   
General contingency not required -140    
Deferred projects -365    
Reduced commutation adjustment 120    
Increased recovery of summons costs  -45   
Less maintenance required on waste  
collection vehicles -100    

NNDR rebate on Pathfinder House -170    
Other variations -603    

total -1,258 -440 -167 -1,865 
     
Total variations -1,138 -834 -386 -2,358 
 -3.2% -5.0%  -12.8% 
     

Forecast net spending    16,086 

     
 FUNDING    

  Government Support  -10,891 
  Collection Fund adjustment 74 
  Council Tax -5,961 
  Surplus taken to reserves 692 

7
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CABINET 26 APRIL 2007 

 
CAPITAL PROGRAMME MONITORING – 2006/07 

(Report by the Head of Financial Services) 
 
 
1. PURPOSE 
 
1.1 This report highlights the variations between the February 2006 

approved capital programme and that approved at the February 2007 
Council meeting. It then assesses the level of subsequent scheme 
deferrals and other necessary adjustments. This is still only a forecast 
of the outturn as various year-end adjustments still remain to be 
finalised. 

 
 
2. MONITORING INFORMATION 
 
2.1 The Budget approved in February 2006 and subsequent adjustments 

are shown below:- 

 
2.2 Annex A provides comments about individual schemes. If more 

information on specific schemes is required it can be obtained from the 
relevant Head of Service. 

 
2.3   As a result of recruitment and funding problems of Occupational 

Therapists at the Primary Care Trust, referrals to the Authority for 
Disabled Facilities Grants have slowed considerably and it is now 
expected that a further £450k will not now be required.  The Repairs 
Assistance Grants budget has also been adjusted to reflect the 
expected outturn. 

 
2.4 The external contribution (capital receipt for the land sale in 

Moorhouse Drive, Huntingdon) of £1,414k for the Heart of Oxmoor 
project included in the MTP for 2006/07 was actually received at the 

 2006/07 Capital Expenditure 
 Gross 

Budget 
External 

Contributions 
Net 

Budget 
 £000 £000 £000 
Approved Budget (February 2006) 20,389 5,924 14,465 
Deferrals from 2005/06 +3,110 +40 +3,070 
Supplementary Estimate (June 2006) 
Mobile Home Park - Remediation 

 
+437 

 
0 

 
+437 

 23,936 5,964 17,972 
Variations Already Reported -5,045 -1,759 -3,286 
Approved Medium Term Plan – February 2007 18,891 4,205 14,686 
    
Further Forecast Variations    
Disabled Facilities Grants – saving (para 2.3) -450 0 -450 
Repair Assistance Grants - saving (para 2.3) -37 0 -37 
Heart of Oxmoor – capital receipt timing (para 2.4) 0 -1,414 +1,414 
Huntingdon Tourist Kiosk (para 2.5) +30 0 +30 
Non-reclaimable VAT saving (para 2.6) -123 0 -123 
Increase in revenue funded staff charged to capital (para 2.7) +173 0 +173 
Adjustment to deferrals (Annex B) -1,535 -1,535 0 
Current Forecast 16,949 1,256 15,693 

Agenda Item 4
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end of 2005/06 and therefore included in that years accounts.  The 
MTP needs to be adjusted to compensate for this. 

 
2.5 The Huntingdon Tourist Kiosk project approved by Cabinet on 5th 

February 2005 was omitted from the Tourism Services Review Bid 
(659) in the 2006/07 MTP.  A £30k adjustment is therefore required. 

 
2.6 The provision for non-reclaimable capital VAT has been reviewed and 

can now be reduced in both this year (£123k) and future years. 
 
2.7  Recharges of revenue funded staff to capital are now expected to 

amount to £392k, £173k more than in the MTP. This is marginally 
offset by the interest on the increased capital sum. 

 
2.8 The deferrals to 2007/08 that have been identified since the MTP was 

prepared are shown in Annex B. The net position is already 
approaching the £1.5M provision included in the MTP. 

 
 
3 REVENUE IMPLICATIONS 2006/07 
 
3.1 The impact of the deferrals and the other variations, described above, 

since the budget was approved in February 2007, reduce the net 
revenue expenditure by £112k in 2006/07 but then lead to the 
subsequent increases shown below. 

 
 Revenue Impact  2006/ 2007/ 2008/ 2009/ 

 Para. 2007 2008 2009 2010 
  £000 £000 £000 £000 

Disabled Facilities Grant  2.3 -11 -22 -22 -22 
Repairs Assistance Grant 2.3 -1 -2 -2 -2 
Heart of Oxmoor 2.4 71 71 71 71 
Huntingdon Tourist Kiosk 2.5 1 2 2 2 
Non-reclaimable VAT 2.6 -3 -11 -17 -20 
Revenue transferred to Capital 2.7 -167 9 9 9 
TOTAL FORECAST VARIATION  -112 47 41 38 

 
 
4 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 It is RECOMMENDED that Cabinet: 

i) Note the monitoring report at Annex A. 
ii) Note the latest variations and their estimated capital and 

revenue impact. 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
Capital programme and monitoring working papers. 
Previous Cabinet and Committee reports on capital expenditure. 
 
Contact Officer – Steve Couper    01480 388103 
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ANNEX B 
 

Expected deferrals to 2007/08 Gross 
Budget 

External 
Contributions 

Net 
Budget 

 £000 £000 £000 
Wood Walton Sewage Treatment Works -40 0 -40 
New Public Conveniences -97 0 -97 
CCTV – Digital Services -52 0 -52 
Sawtry Leisure Centre - Impressions -70 0 -70 
Local Leisure Project Grants 45 0 45 
Play Equipment Replacement -50 0 -50 
Activity Parks -78 0 -78 
Football Improvements  -1,384 -1,226 -158 
Business Systems -74 0 -74 
Corporate EDM -20 0 -20 
Customer First -103 0 -103 
Voice and Data Infrastructure -90 0 -90 
Automated Form Processing in Benefits 3 0 3 
Flexible Working 10 0 10 
Town Centre Developments -40 0 -40 
Huntindon Town Centre Development -93 0 -93 
Huntingdon Boatyard Improvements -63 0 -63 
Sapley Square 0 -204 204 
Bus Shelter Provision -4 0 -4 
Car Parking Strategy -122 0 -122 
Safe Cycle Routes -305 -105 -200 
Huntingdon Transport Strategy -100 0 -100 
St Ives Transport Strategy 15 0 15 
Railway Stations Improvements -46 0 -46 
Provision for further deferrals -277 0 -277 
 -3,035 -1,535 -1,500 
Less provision already made in MTP -1,500 0 -1,500 
    
TOTAL ADJUSTMENT  -1,535 -1,535 0 
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CABINET 26 APRIL 2007 
  

MEDIUM TERM PLAN 
REQUESTS FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
(Report by the Head of Financial Services) 

 
 
1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to allow Cabinet to decide whether to 

release funds for the MTP scheme detailed in the attached annexes.  
 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The Council agreed in December 2005 that, having regard to the 

implications for future spending and Council Tax levels, Directors 
review with appropriate Executive Councillors the need for 
schemes/projects included in the MTP but not yet started and that 
specific prior approval be sought and obtained from the Cabinet 
before such schemes/projects are implemented. 
 

2.2 Officers have identified the schemes that they wish Cabinet to consider 
releasing funding for and have discussed them with the relevant 
Executive Councillor. 

 
2.3 Annex A summarises and the following Annexes detail these requests.  
 
 
3. RECOMMENDATION  
 
3.1 The Cabinet is recommended to release the funds shown in Annex A. 
 

 
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 1985 
None 
 
 
Contact Officer:  
Steve Couper 
Head of Financial Services      01480 388103

Agenda Item 5
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CABINET 26 APRIL 2007 
 
HIINCHINGBROOKE  HOSPITAL  CONSULTATION  FEEDBACK  REPORT 

(Report by Head of Environmental and Community Health Services) 
 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ approval for the 

proposed wording of the response to Cambridgeshire Primary Care 
Trust’s consultation: ‘Seeking Sustainable Health Services for the 
People of Huntingdonshire’. 

 
2. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
2.1 The consultation document sets out a range of proposals for the future 

services currently provided by Hinchingbrooke Health Care NHS Trust 
(HHCT).  It also explains how the proposals may fit with the financial 
recovery plans of both HHCT and Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust 
(the PCT).  

 
2.2 Formal consultation started on Tuesday 20 February 2007 and 

concludes on Tuesday 22 May 2007.  
 
2.3 In addition to the published consultation documents, Members have had 

the opportunity to hear presentations about the proposals: on 1 February 
and 15 March 2007.  These presentations formed part of the PCT’s 
effort to consult widely on the proposals.  The PCT has also arranged 
seven public meetings during the course of the consultation process 
(between 20 March and 20 April 2007). 

 
2.4 The consultation process allows for views to be submitted on-line, in 

writing or in person.  It is intended to provide feedback in writing.  The 
PCT has included within the consultation document a tabulated 
questionnaire which allows free-text.  This format has been used and is 
intended to be attached to a covering letter to help the PCT in the 
analysis of the numerous responses that are expected. 

 
3. THE PROPOSED RESPONSE  
 
3.1 A draft of the proposed letter is attached (Annex 1).  This letter has with 

it suggested comments within the completed questionnaire. 
 
3.2 The letter states that Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) is anxious 

that any service changes in relation to Hinchingbrooke Healthcare NHS 
Trust should not, as far as possible, reduce the quality and accessibility 
of services for residents in Huntingdonshire.  It also confirms that it is a 
key objective of HDC that the future of the hospital be secured. 

  
3.3 The questionnaire return confirms that of the four options offered the 

Council’s preference is for Option 2.  Both the letter and the 
questionnaire raise some reservations in relation to the proposals within 
Option 2.  These reservations include the dissolution of HHCT as a 
Trust. 
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4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

4.1 Members are RECOMMENDED to agree the content of the consultation 
response (attached) and consent to the response being submitted to the 
PCT before 22 May 2007. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Consultation documents:  
Seeking Sustainable Health Services for the People of Huntingdonshire – Formal 
Consultation Document (February 2007) Cambridgeshire PCT  
www.hinchingbrooke.nhs.uk/future 
 
Seeking Sustainable Health Services for the People of Huntingdonshire – 
Summary Consultation Document (February 2007) Cambridgeshire PCT  
www.hinchingbrooke.nhs.uk/future 
 
Notes of briefings: 
Outcomes from the briefing on Hinchingbrooke Hospital, Huntingdonshire DC, 
1 February 2007. 
Briefing for elected Members at Huntingdonshire District Council: Consultation on 
Hinchingbrooke Hospital NHS Trust, 15 March 2007. 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Dr Susan Lammin – Head of Environmental and 

Community Health 
  01480 388280 
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Annex 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FAO: Ms. Karen Mason 
Acting Director of Communications and Public Involvement 
Heron Court 
Ida Darwin 
Fulbourn 
Cambridge 
CB1 5EE 
 
27 April 2007 
 
Our Ref:  SL/ 
 
Dear Karen, 
 
SEEKING SUSTAINABLE HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE PEOPLE OF HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
 
Thank you for opportunity to, comment as part of the formal consultation process, on the range 
of proposals for the future of services currently provided by Hinchingbrooke Healthcare NHS 
Trust (HHCT). I should say at the outset that Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) is anxious 
that any service changes in relation to Hinchingbrooke Healthcare NHS Trust should not, as far 
as possible, reduce the quality and accessibility of services for residents in Huntingdonshire. 
The recent petition to preserve services at Hinchingbrooke Hospital attracted in excess of 
50,000 signatures. Therefore it is a key objective of HDC that the future of the hospital be 
secured. The Council is mindful that the future of the hospital hinges on the Cambridgeshire 
Primary Care Trust’s (PCT) commissioning plans and their willingness to commission services 
from HHCT. 
 
There is considerable demand for reassurance about the process, the nature, and robustness of 
data informing the PCT’s proposals.  For example:  

• The £14.5M identified savings are dependant on increased efficiencies at the 
Hinchingbrooke site but there is no indication, within the consultation document, of the 
robustness of the estimate nor the difficulties that must be overcome in realising the 
savings.  

• The £2.5M PCT investment in community-based services is said to be based on 
projected commissioning costs yet no allowance has seems to have been made for any 
structural alterations to buildings that may be necessary to host these services within the 
community. 

• No allowance seems to have been made for costs incurred during any lag in the 
implementation of the plan, to allow recruitment of adequate numbers of community-
based staff.  

 
There is also a desire for evidence that consideration of the wider social impact of decisions 
relating to hospital services has been as inclusive as possible.  Hinchingbrooke Hospital is part 
of a wider network of interdependent services and support. For example: the established public 
transport links to the hospital are unlikely to be available to all of the community-based clinics.   
 
In relation to process, serious concern has been expressed that in considering Hinchingbrooke 
in isolation and in advance of the comprehensive strategic review by the Strategic Health 
Authority (SHA), a situation is being created whereby HHCT could be subject to two stringent 
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reviews in a very short period. The cumulative effect of implementing adjustments from serial 
reviews could have a serious negative impact on hospital services.  Reassurance is sought that 
any modifications to services arising from this review will be accepted by the SHA and not 
subject to further reductions in the context of the strategic review. It is possible that if the 
strategic impacts of the Hinchingbrooke review-recommendations could not be demonstrated to 
have been properly considered then elected-Member(s) may formally object and may ask the 
Scrutiny Panel to call in any relevant decision(s). 
 
There are some unresolved concerns around any future dissolution of the HHC Trust. A 
significant amount of saving has been attributed to this dissolution in the proposals; yet no firm 
proposals for alternative governance arrangements have been offered. Members are concerned 
that and amalgamation with either Peterborough or Addenbrookes Hospital Trusts is not 
attractive for preserving the local interest. A merger with the PCT Provider Trust may be more 
attractive but the provider arm of PCT does not have Trust status yet and there are no 
indications of the investment that would be required to achieve such an arrangement. 
It is also a matter of concern that no assumptions about future population growth have been 
made, yet Huntingdonshire is in a growth area. Both of the new settlements: Cambourne and 
Northstowe are within Hinchingbrookes catchment. Northstowe in particular has seen the  
planned development increase by a further 2000 homes.   It is expected that west-of-Cambridge 
communities will rely on Hinchingbrooke Hospital services as Addenbrookes Hospital relieves 
pressure from Hertfordshire’s growth. Huntingdonshire is an area included in the Regional 
Spatial Strategy as a growth-area post-2021. Members would wish to have some reassurance 
about the robustness of the forward-planning included in the proposals. In order to keep 
Members informed we would welcome periodic briefings as work progresses. 
 
The templates for responses are attached to this letter as appendices. I hope this information 
proves useful to the PCT in planning for services for residents in Huntingdonshire. 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
IAN BATES 
LEADER 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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Annex to letter from Huntingdonshire District Council in response to the Formal 
Consultation Document “Seeking Sustainable Health Services for the People of 
Huntingdonshire: February 2007’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huntingdonshire District Council has the following comments to make on Option 1: 
 
The financial affordability of this option has not been demonstrated, as Option 1 
delivers a shortfall of £4.1m in cost reductions over the next 3 years. Therefore, this 
Option is not compatible with Huntingdonshire District Council’s key objective that the 
future of the hospital be secured. 
 
Please circle below the statement that bests represents your view of the level of support you 
feel for these proposals 

Strongly agree  /  agree  /  no opinion  /    disagree   /  strongly disagree 

Huntingdonshire District Council has the following comments to make on Option 2  
(the PCT’s preferred option which includes the principle of dissolution of HHCT as a 
corporate entity): 
 
The option of remodelling the service is the one, of the four options offered, that is 
most appealing to Huntingdonshire District Council. The provision of broadly the 
same range of services at lower volumes by changing the emphasis of service 
delivery between hospital and community settings is the proposal that comes closest 
to the Council’s wish that service changes in relation to Hinchingbrooke Healthcare 
NHS Trust should not, as far as possible, reduce the quality and accessibility of 
services for residents in Huntingdonshire. 
 
There are some unresolved concerns around any future dissolution of the HHC Trust. 
A significant amount of saving has been attributed to this dissolution in the proposals; 
yet no firm proposals for alternative governance arrangements have been offered. 
Members are concerned that and amalgamation with either Peterborough or 
Addenbrookes Hospital Trusts is not attractive for preserving the local interest. A 
merger with the PCT Provider Trust may be more attractive but the provider arm of 
PCT does not have Trust status yet and there are no indications of the investment 
that would be required to achieve such an arrangement. 
 
There is considerable demand for reassurance about the process, the nature, and 
robustness of data informing the PCT’s proposals. There is a wish for reassurance 
that implementation of this option will significantly improve the financial viability of 
Hinchingbrooke Hospital. There is also a desire for evidence that consideration of the
wider social impact of decisions relating to hospital services has been as inclusive as 
possible.  
 
It is also a matter of concern that no assumptions about future population growth 
have been made, yet Huntingdonshire is in a growth area. It is expected that west-of-
Cambridge communities will rely on Hinchingbrooke Hospital services as 
Addenbrookes Hospital relieves pressure from Hertfordshire’s growth. 
Huntingdonshire is an area included in the Regional Spatial Strategy as a growth-
area post-2021. Members would wish to have some reassurance about the 
robustness of the forward-planning. 
 
Please circle below the statement that bests represents your view of the level of 
support you feel for these proposals 

Strongly agree  /  agree  /  no opinion  /    disagree   /  strongly disagree 
 

Of the options offered this is the preferred option of HDC however the Council has 
reservations  
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Annex to letter from Huntingdonshire District Council in response to the Formal 
Consultation Document “Seeking Sustainable Health Services for the People of 
Huntingdonshire: February 2007’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huntingdonshire District Council has the following comments to make on Option 3 
(which includes the principle of dissolution of HHCT as a corporate entity): 
 
Proposals which include the transfer of significant elements of patient services to 
other hospitals and significantly reducing activity on the hospital site is not compatible 
with Huntingdonshire District Council’s key objective that the future of the hospital be 
secured. It is the Council’s view that such a change would reduce the quality and 
accessibility of services for residents in Huntingdonshire. 
 
There are some unresolved concerns around any future dissolution of the HHC Trust. 
A significant amount of saving has been attributed to this dissolution in the proposals; 
yet no firm proposals for alternative governance arrangements have been offered. 
Members are concerned that and amalgamation with either Peterborough or 
Addenbrookes Hospital Trusts is not attractive for preserving the local interest. A 
merger with the PCT Provider Trust may be more attractive but the provider arm of 
PCT does not have Trust status yet and there are no indications of the investment 
that would be required to achieve such an arrangement. 
 
Please circle below the statement that bests represents your view of the level of support you 
feel for these proposals 

Strongly agree  /  agree  /  no opinion  /    disagree   /  strongly disagree 

Huntingdonshire District Council has the following comments to make on Option 4 
(which includes the principle of dissolution of HHCT as a corporate entity): 
 
Proposals which include the closure of all services on the hospital site (except 
Treatment Centre activity) is completely opposed to Huntingdonshire District 
Council’s key objective that the future of the hospital be secured. It is the Council’s 
view that such a change would reduce the quality and accessibility of services for 
residents in Huntingdonshire. 
 
There are some unresolved concerns around any future dissolution of the HHC Trust. 
A significant amount of saving has been attributed to this dissolution in the proposals; 
yet no firm proposals for alternative governance arrangements have been offered. 
Members are concerned that and amalgamation with either Peterborough or 
Addenbrookes Hospital Trusts is not attractive for preserving the local interest. A 
merger with the PCT Provider Trust may be more attractive but the provider arm of 
PCT does not have Trust status yet and there are no indications of the investment 
that would be required to achieve such an arrangement. 
 
Please circle below the statement that bests represents your view of the level of support you 
feel for these proposals 

Strongly agree  /  agree  /  no opinion  /    disagree   /  strongly disagree 

The statement that best represents the basis on which you are responding: 
 
Organisation:  (approx. no. of people your organisation is responding on behalf of: Residents 
of Huntingdonshire likely to require Hinchingbrooke Hospital services (population base: 
167,000)   
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CABINET 26 APRIL 2007 

 

DOG CONTROL ORDERS 
(Report by Head of Environmental & Community Health Services) 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 (CNEA) 

introduced the concept of Dog Control Orders to replace the present 
system of byelaws and the enforcement provisions of the Dogs (Fouling 
of Land) Act 1996 which is repealed.  

 
1.2 In addition to replacing the existing dog control provisions the CNEA has 

extended the powers available and established two levels of 
enforcement authority; primary authorities such as the District Council 
and secondary authorities such as Town and Parish Councils. 

 
2. SUPPORTING/BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
2.1 The use of dog control orders is governed by two sets of regulations, the 

Dog Control Order (Procedures) Regulations 2006 and the Dog Control 
(Prescribed Offences and Penalties, etc) Regulations 2006.  The former 
sets out the procedures to be followed when making, amending or 
revoking dog control orders and the schedules to the latter describe the 
form of the orders and the five offences that can be the subject of a Dog 
Control Order:  

 
♦ Failure to remove dog faeces; 
♦ Not keeping a dog on a lead; 
♦ Not putting, and keeping, a dog on a lead when directed to do so 

by an authorised officer; 
♦ Permitting a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded; and 
♦ Taking more than a specified number of dogs onto land. 

 
2.2 Primary and secondary authorities must consult each other before 

making dog control orders and proposed orders must be advertised in a 
local newspaper.  If a dog control order is likely to affect open access 
land, the relevant authority must also be consulted. 

  
2.3 All responses/representations following consultation/advertisement must 

be considered before dog control orders are made and the orders 
cannot become effective until at least 14 days after they are made.  A 
further advert must be placed in a local newspaper at least seven days 
before the orders come into force and the orders must be placed on the 
Council website. 

 
2.4 Preliminary discussions with Town and Parish Councils have established 

that all secondary authorities in Huntingdonshire wish the District 
Council to make the orders and they, as the secondary authorities, will 
be consulted on the draft proposals.  In any event, any dog control order 
made by the District Council has supremacy over an order made by a 
secondary authority for the same land. 
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2.5 Guidance from DEFRA emphasises that Councils should adopt a 
balanced approach when making dog control orders, carefully 
considering the needs of both dog owners and others.  DEFRA consider 
that failure to do so would leave the orders vulnerable to challenge in the 
courts.  In practice, they say that dog owners should have access to land 
where they can exercise their dogs and that other people should be able 
to enjoy reasonable access to land without interference from dogs.   

 
2.6 It is proposed that the Council makes four dog control orders designed 

to repeat all existing dog controls and extend the areas covered to new 
developments that have been established since the previous controls 
were put in place.  The four dog control orders that are considered 
necessary and proportionate to the needs of the area are: 

 
♦ Failure to remove dog faeces; 
♦ Not keeping a dog on a lead; 
♦ Not putting, and keeping, a dog on a lead when directed to do so 

by an authorised officer; and 
♦ Permitting a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded. 

 
Copies of the four draft orders and associated maps are located in the 
Members’ Room. 

 
2.7 Advantages of the new system of dog controls are that, unlike byelaws, 

it is not necessary to have the orders confirmed by the Secretary of 
State and orders can be amended, subject to further consultation 
procedures. 

 
3. IMPLICATIONS 
 
3.1 All existing Byelaws and designations made under the Dogs (Fouling of 

Land) Act 1996 remain in force until the new orders are made.  When 
the new dog control orders are made any existing dog control byelaws 
(for the same offence on the same land) and designations made under 
the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 lapse and are replaced by the new 
orders. 

 
3.2 It is a legal requirement that, where practicable, warning signs 

summarising the order must be placed on land to which a new order 
applies and where an order applies to a large area of land, for example, 
in relation to dog fouling, warning signs must be provided at regular 
intervals.  This will require the replacement of existing warning signs 
throughout the District and the Environmental Health budgets can cope 
with this necessity in respect of District Council signs.  Secondary 
authorities will be responsible for replacing their existing signs. 

 
3.3 The new orders can be enforced by prosecution or by fixed penalty 

notices.  The penalty for an offence established in dog control orders is a 
maximum fine of level 3 on the standard scale (currently £1,000).  
Alternatively, the opportunity to pay a fixed penalty may be offered in 
place of prosecution.  The level of the fixed penalty notice can be set 
locally but there is a default level of £75 and many local authorities are 
adopting that level, with the incentive of a reduction to £50 if the fixed 
penalty is paid within 10 days of issue. 
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3.4 There are defences/exemptions in all dog control orders of: 
 
 (a) Having a reasonable excuse for failing to comply with an order; or 
 
 (b) Acting with the consent of the owner or occupier of the land, or of 

any other person or authority which has control of the land. 
 
 There is no specific exemption for working dogs but clearly they will 

normally be working on land with consent.  Specific exemptions are 
made in particular cases for assistance dogs such as those used as 
guide dogs for the blind. 

 
Being unaware of a dog’s defecation, or not having a device or other 
suitable means of removing the faeces is specifically excluded from the 
definition of reasonable excuse under the regulations. 

 
3.5 Fixed penalties for offences under dog control orders can be issued by 

authorised officers, including: 
 

♦ Employees of primary and secondary authorities who are 
authorised for this purpose but employees of secondary authorities 
must first satisfy certain conditions linked to training before they 
can be so authorised. 

♦ Any person authorised (including employees of that person) in 
writing by a primary or secondary authority in pursuance of 
arrangements made by that person and the relevant authority. 

♦ Police Community Support Officers and other persons accredited 
by the Chief Police Officers under the Police Reform Act 2002. 

 
4. CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 The four proposed dog control orders are necessary and proportionate 

to the needs of the area and will provide effective dog control measures, 
if adopted. 

 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
It is RECOMMENDED that Members: 

 
5.1 Note the content of this report and approve the form and content of the 

four dog control orders and the associated maps attached to the orders. 
 
5.2 Delegate authority to the Director of Operational Services to appoint 

authorised officers to enforce the dog control provisions of the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, including the issue of fixed 
penalty notices. 

 
5.3 Authorise the Head of Environmental & Community Health Services to 

advertise the draft orders and to confer with all statutory consultees on 
the content of the draft orders.  

 
5.4 Authorise the Head of Environmental & Community Health Services, in 

consultation with the Executive Councillor for Housing and Public Health, 
to make the dog control orders subject to consideration of consultation 
responses and representations. 
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5.5 Authorise the Head of Environmental & Community Health Services, in 
consultation with the Executive Councillor for Housing and Public Health, 
to amend or revoke dog control orders, subject to the necessary 
advertisement and consultation requirements of the CNEA.  

 
5.6 Authorise the enforcement of dog control orders by either prosecution or 

by the issuing of fixed penalty notices. 
 
5.7 Authorise the Head of Environmental & Community Health Services, in 

consultation with the Executive Councillor for Housing and Public Health, 
to initiate legal proceedings for offences under dog control orders.  

 
5.8 Authorise the adoption of a fixed penalty notice of £75 for offences under 

adopted dog control orders with an incentive of a reduction to £50 if the 
fixed penalty is paid within 10 days of issue.  

 
 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 
The Dog Control Order (Procedures) Regulations 2006 
The Dog Control (Prescribed Offences and Penalties, etc) Regulations 2006 
 
Dog Control Orders and associated maps in the Members’ Room 
 
 
Contact Officer: John Allan 
  01480 388281 
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CABINET 26 APRIL 2007 
 

PLAY STRATEGY REPORT 
(Report by Head of Environmental and Community Health Services) 

 
1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 This report is a preliminary report with outcomes clearly dependent upon 

funds been made available by the Big Lottery. The purpose of this report 
is to seek Members’ approval for the proposed Play Strategy and also to 
seek approval in principle for the submission of a bid to the Big Lottery 
Fund, in October 2007, for funds to allow implementation of some of the 
proposals. 

 
2. THE STRATEGY  
 
2.1 This ‘Play Strategy’ will form part of the District Council’s Culture 

Strategy, which is currently being developed.  The Culture Strategy will 
also include strategies and action plans for Open Spaces, Arts and 
Culture, Recreation and Leisure Development and Recreation Centre 
Services. 

 
2.2 The ‘Play Strategy’ provides an opportunity for the authority to access 

The Big Lottery funding where it identifies schemes that meet the 
funding criteria.  Additionally it will enable the authority to communicate a 
vision for future play development that will enable access to funds 
arising from the growth agenda.  

 
2.3 Presently there is no lead officer within the authority for ‘play’ and no 

capacity to take on additional work in this area has been identified.  If the 
strategy and action plan submitted to The Big Lottery are not successful 
so that it proves impossible to fund a Play Co-ordinator post, then many 
of the proposed actions cannot be delivered.  In the absence of the 
necessary external funding the strategy will provide a vision.  The vision 
will serve as a guide to those developments that can still be delivered as 
part of the authority’s normal business, eg allocation of capital via S106, 
grant aid for play/village hall provision.  

 
2.4 The Big Lottery Fund announced details of its new £155 million 

children’s play initiative in March 2006.  The amount of funding made 
available for Huntingdonshire District Council to access is £300,184.  
The aim of the fund is to create, improve and develop children’s and 
young people’s local play spaces. 

 
2.5 It is a condition of The Big Lottery Fund award that prior to any funds 

being made available to an authority that local authority must have in 
place a play strategy.  The ‘Play Strategy’ must identify and establish 
clear policies for play.  These policies will be the basis on which access 
will be created and improved and by which all children will be provided 
with the chance to enjoy a range of quality play and recreation 
opportunities.  

 
2.6 This strategy has been informed by a range of consultations with 

children, young people and parents (see Appendix 1) and takes account 
of local and national policy initiatives and organisational priorities (see 
Appendix 2).  The strategy has to be submitted to The Big Lottery Fund 
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by the end of October 2007 with an action plan detailing how the 
allocated funds will be spent over a three-year period. 

 
2.7 The attached strategy document sets out the following:- 
 

♦ Purpose of  the Strategy; 
 

♦ Vision for the strategy; 
 

♦ Definition of play;  
 

♦ Core values; and 
 

♦ Key points identified. 
 
3. THE ACTION PLAN  
 
3.1 The strategy has to be submitted to The Big Lottery Fund by the end of 

October 2007 if funding is to be sought from this source.  The 
submission must include an action plan detailing how the allocated funds 
will be spent over a three-year period.  Following the various 
consultation exercises and workshops undertaken with individuals and 
partner agencies a number of initiatives were identified that could be 
undertaken with The Big Lottery funding. 

 
3.2 The ideas that may be necessary to develop in the action plan include: 

appointment of a Play Co-ordinator; further engagement with children 
and young people in specific areas; continued support for successful 
established schemes; and an improvement programme for those areas 
identified as lacking suitable play equipment. 

  
3.3 Play Co-ordinator:  For delivery of the ‘Play Strategy’ there is a need for 

a co-ordinator to work with partners to move the initiative forward.  
Currently there is no corporate officer-lead for play issues and therefore 
it is proposed the authority appoint a Play Co-ordinator.  This post-holder 
will be able to lead the implementation of the strategy and support 
council officers in developing other projects; particularly those related to 
spatial planning and linked to the growth agenda. The proposed post 
would be Full-Time with an initial contract linked to the length of the Big 
Lottery funding award. 

 
3.4 Further engagement:  To refine proposals to meet identified needs 

further engagement will be needed with children and young people, in 
specific geographic areas, eg Yaxley, Sawtry and Ramsey (OCYPS 
area).  This work will be necessary to involve them in refining the needs 
assessment and generating and testing proposals for delivery of 
improvements.  This work could be commissioned from partner 
agencies.  

 
3.5 Continuation and support for successful established schemes:  There is 

already some specific play provision; either mobile/portable equipment 
or holiday schemes already established in key priority areas, eg Oxmoor 
and Eynesbury.  The Action plan would seek to retain and build on this 
success rather than replace schemes with new initiatives. 
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3.6 Improvement programme: For those areas identified as short of 
equipment consideration will be given to an improvement programme, 
eg Stilton and Stukeley Meadows skate park initiatives. 

 
4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 Members are requested to agree the content of the draft play strategy 

(attached). 
 
4.2 Members are requested to agree in principle the proposed main points 

for the action plan, as set out in points 3.3 to 3.6 of this report.  Also to 
consent to officers costing the initiatives, being mindful of the limits of 
the Big Lottery Fund award.  

 
4.3 Members are requested to accept that a further report be provided to 

Cabinet this summer.  This report to set out an action plan (with costs) 
detailing how allocated Big Lottery funding would be spent over a three-
year period.  

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
Consultation documents set out in Appendix 1 of strategy document. 
 
 
Contact Officer: Daniel Smith – Community Manager 
  01480 388377 
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CABINET    26 APRIL 2007 
 
 ISSUES AND OPTIONS FOR CORE STRATEGY, DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
POLICIES DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS (DPDs) AND HUNTINGDON 
WEST AREA ACTION PLAN 

 
(Report by HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES) 

 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
  
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek approval to consult on the attached 

documents. 

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1  It was intended that proposed amendments to the Core Strategy 2006 
were to be considered by Cabinet in February and were to address the 
concerns expressed by Go-East and the Planning Inspectorate. Members 
will be aware the Core Strategy submitted in April 2006 is now going to be 
issued with a direction to withdraw.  We have been advised that we need 
to split the document into two separate development plan documents: one 
to address the core strategy and one to provide development control 
policies. A revised timetable has been incorporated into the local 
development scheme to accommodate this which was approved by 
Cabinet on 15 March 2007. It is now our intention to proceed to regulation 
25 Issues and Options consultation in May on two DPDs: 

• Core Strategy DPD 
• Development Control Policies DPD 

 
2.2 This will be followed by regulation 25 Issues and Options consultation in 

June on the Huntingdon West Area Action Plan (AAP). This should avoid 
overloading consultees and will focus on a smaller area. 

 
3 CORE STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL POLICIES 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS 

3.1 The Issues and Options consultation on the first two documents will be 
closely based on material in the previous Core Strategy which has 
already been subject to considerable consultation. 

3.2 The Core Strategy will comprise chapters 1-3 of the previous Core 
Strategy to which we are proposing the addition of issues relating to 
affordable housing, energy and water use, redundant airfields and large 
scale military sites and areas of strategic green space enhancement. The 
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Development Control Policies DPD will basically comprise chapters 4-10, 
plus appendices of the previous Core Strategy with the possible omission 
of issues which are addressed by other legislation such as conservation 
and listed buildings.   

3.3 A few further changes are proposed in response to issues which gave 
rise to significant representations during the previous consultation periods 
as follows. Details are to follow. 

Core Strategy DPD 

Issue Change 

Settlement hierarchy Potential replacement of the categories of Key 
Centres (potential growth) and Key Centres 
(limited growth) by a single category of Key 
Service Centre in line with the hierarchy in the 
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS).   

Scale of 
development 

Revising the settlement hierarchy would have 
implications for the scale of development 
allowed in different settlements. Potential 
introduction of another category of scale of 
housing permitted, for instance moderate 
growth of 10-60 houses. This could be applied 
to Key Service Centres to form a distinction 
between them and Market Towns. 

Redundant airfields 
and large scale 
military sites 

Potential incorporation of the issue of the most 
appropriate scale and nature of use of former 
airfields and military sites . The Panel Report 
into the RSS concluded Alconbury is one of a 
number of candidate locations for future 
development and that its solution needs to 
emerge through the first review of the RSS 
which could be highlighted in this consultation. 

 

Development Control Policies DPD 

Sustainable design Potential incorporation of up to date guidance 
on sustainable construction and design for new 
homes following the launch of the Code for 
Sustainable Homes in 2006.  
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4 HUNTINGDON WEST AREA ACTION PLAN 

4.1 An Area Action Plan is scheduled in the Local Development Scheme for 
the western part of Huntingdon as significant land use changes are likely 
to come forward over the next 15 years. These include: mixed use 
redevelopment of the Ermine Street/ George Street area, potential 
changes to the road system as a result of the A14 improvements, and the 
need to guide development of the Hinchingbrooke Community Campus 
including an extension to the country Park. It is a very sustainable 
location for additional growth to be focussed and could provide 
opportunities to incorporate facilities ranging from additional retail, 
employment and housing to recreational space. 

4.2 The Huntingdon West AAP sets out a draft vision and objectives for the 
area which draw on work towards the Core Strategy, the Corporate Plan, 
the Community Strategy and national guidance. The majority of the 
document sets out a series of issues relating to potential ways of 
developing the area and options concerning material that could be 
incorporated into the Huntingdon West AAP. These are complemented by 
a succession of questions throughout the draft consultation paper 
designed to elicit people’s opinions. 

4.3 It is intended to progress this document to regulation 25 consultation in 
June. This is only required by regulations to involve key stakeholders. 
However, the Statement of Community Involvement advocates greater 
public consultation for DPDs containing site specific proposals including 
the possibility of using exhibitions and presentations to reach a wider 
audience. 

5 NEXT STEPS  

5.1 Regulation 25 consultation will be undertaken throughout May and June 
accordingly. The representations received will then be considered, 
responses considered and preferred options consultation material 
prepared. It is intended that preferred options consultation on the Core 
Strategy and Development Control Policies DPDs will commence in 
November 2007 and on the Huntingdon West AAP in December 2007. 
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6 RECOMMENDATION 

6.1 That the Cabinet approve the following documents for consultation with 
stakeholders :- 

• Core Strategy DPD 2007- Issues and Options 

• Development Control Policies DPD- Issues and Options 

• Huntingdon West AAP- Issues and Options  

    

Background papers: 

Core Strategy Development Plan Document 2006 

Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks 

A companion guide to PPS12 

CONTACT OFFICER- enquiries about this report to Richard Probyn 01480 
388430 
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